
NEW ZEALAND’S LEADER IN HAZCHEM SAFETY SOLUTIONS

STS FILTER SELECTION 
GUIDE

HAZCHEM RESPONSE



ph7.co.nz | 0800 323 223
2

SH
O

W
E

R
S 

A
N

D
 E

Y
E

W
A

SH
E

S

STS FILTER SELECTION GUIDERESPONSE

CAUTION

The efficacy of respiratory protection filters is dependent on the ambient atmosphere.

Do not use in the following environments or situations:

 ; Oxygen deficient atmosphere, i.e. < 19.5%.  (STS definition. Individual countries may apply their own limits on 
oxygen deficiency)

 ; Oxygen only or oxygen-enriched atmosphere.
 ; Type, properties, concentration and composition of the hazardous agent is unknown.
 ; Concentrations of contaminants are immediately dangerous to life or health (IDLH).
 ; Confined spaces or any closed chambers such as containers, due to poor ventilation,.
 ; Atmosphere with mixed chemical substances (except for multi-gas filter, e.g. ABEK1 filter)
 ; Filters that show signs of damage.
 ; Gases, vapours and particles which cannot be removed by filter
 ; Environment where there is a possibility of explosion.

When using a particle filter, no hazardous gases may be present in the ambient air, when using a gas filter no hazardous particles.
In case of doubt a combined filter must be used.

If you are in doubt concerning any of the points mentioned above, or if you believe the composition of your atmosphere at work 
has changed, use respiratory device that operates independently of the ambient air (e.g. SCBA, airline devices).

The following extract of industrial gases and toxic substances will guide you in making the correct choice of respiratory device and 
filter. In any case, final choice and use of filtering devices remain the responsibility of the user.

Always read the instructions provided with every device before use.

HOW TO READ THIS GUIDE

In case there are two kinds of recommended filters:

           indicates “Strongly Recommended”

 indicates “Recommended”

In case there is only one kind of recommended filter:

 only this is used.

Particle Filters which are intended to be used individually are marked with P3R or P2R.  For those used in combination with a gas 
filter, they are marked with P3RC and P2RC.
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